
Dear  Teacher  /  Youth  Leader ,

Th i s  year  marks  the  80th  ann i ver sary  of VE and VJ Days ,
d ef i n i ng  moments  i n  o u r  s hared  h i stor y .  

V i ctor y  i n  Euro pe  Day ,  8  May 1 94 5 ,  marked  the  end  of the
Se cond  Wor l d  War i n  Euro pe .  The  day  was  f i l l e d  w it h
ce l ebrat i on ,  r ef l e ct i on ,  and  re l i ef .  It was a t ime when
commun it i e s  came together ,  stor i e s  were  s hared ,  and
l etters  were  wr itten .

As  we ce l ebrate th i s  s i gn if i cant ann i ver sary ,  we may a l s o
be  ap p r oac h i ng  the  l a st ma j o r  c ommemorat i on  where  we
can hear  f i r st-hand from those  who  l i v ed  through  i t .
 
That ’ s  why  we l a un c hed  VE-Ma i l :  a  nat i onw i de  i n i t i at i ve  to
c onnect ever y  c h i l d  i n  the  UK w ith  a  WWII veteran .
 
Through  l etters  from veterans  and the  c h i l d ren ’ s  wr itten
res p onses ,  we can bu i l d  a  l i v i ng  l egac y  of remembrance  and
grat itude .

Thank y ou  for  be i ng  part of th i s  nat i ona l  moment .
Together ,  we can ensure  the  vo i c e s  of the  WWII
generat i on  are  not l o st ,  but pas sed  on .

W ith  grat itude ,

The  VE-Ma i l  Team

Act i v i t y  Pack

together.org.uk/vemail
education@together.org.uk



Sending back your VE Mail replies
O n c e  y o u  h a v e  w r i t te n  r e p l i e s  to  y o u r  V E  M a i l  Ve te r a n . . .
S te p  1 :  A s k  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  to  i n c l u d e  

F i r s t  n a m e
A g e  ( n o t  d a te  o f  b i r t h )
S c h o o l /y o u t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  n a m e  o n  t h e  l e t te r .

S te p  2 :  Co m p l e te  t h e  r e t u r n  i n f o r m a t i o n  s l i p  o n  t h e  b o t to m
o f  t h e  g u i d a n c e  i n s e r t .
S te p  3  . P u t  y o u r  l e t te r s  A N D  t h e  c o m p l e te d  s l i p  a l l  i n to  t h e
s a m e  e n v e l o p e .
S te p  4 :  A d d r e s s  t h e  e n v e l o p e  to :  
{ N a m e  o f  Ve te r a n }
V E  M a i l
P O  B ox  1 6 1 5
P E T E R B O R O U G H
P E 2  2 B H
S te p  5 :  A d d  a  s t a m p  a n d  p o p  i n  t h e  p o s t  b e f o r e  2 5  J u l y  s o
y o u r  l e t te r s  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  y o u r  V E  M a i l  Ve te r a n .

t h

Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers and Leaders
S te p  1 :  R e g i s te r  f o r  a  Ve te r a n  L e t te r
www. to g e t h e r . o rg . u k /ve m a i l  ( r e m e m b e r  to  c o n f i r m  y o u r
r e g i s t r a t i o n ! )
S te p  2 :  R e c e i v e  a n d  R e a d  -  D i s c u s s  t h e  l e t te r  w i t h  y o u r
c l a s s  o r  g r o u p
S te p  3 :  R e f l e c t  a n d  R e s p o n d  -  P u p i l s  w r i te  b a c k  to  t h e
v e te r a n
S te p  4 :  S e n d  Yo u r  L e t te r s  -  R e t u r n  b y  p o s t  ( s e e  b e l o w )
S te p  5 :  E m a i l  e d u c a t i o n @ to g e t h e r . o rg . u k  to  s h a r e  h o w  y o u
h a v e  e n g a g e d  i n  V E  M a i l  a n d  u s e  # VE M a i l  to  l e t  t h e  w o r l d
k n o w  y o u  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a te d .
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Meet the Veterans!
We  a r e  h o n o u r e d  t h a t  t h e s e  a m a z i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r  Tw o
Ve te r a n s  f r o m  a c r o s s  t h e  U K  a n d  b e y o n d  h a v e  p u t  p e n  to
p a p e r  to  s h a r e  t h e i r  i n c r e d i b l e  m e m o r i e s  a n d  i m p o r t a n t
l e s s o n s  w i t h  y o u  v i a  V E  M a i l .  

B o m ba rd i e r  To m  J o n e s  ( a g e d  1 03 )
W i r e l e s s  O p e r a to r  i n  t h e  B u r m e s e  J u n g l e
To m  j o i n e d  t h e  L a n c a s h i r e  F u s i l i e r s  a t  1 7  a n d  s e r v e d
t h r o u g h  t h e  L i v e r p o o l  B l i t z  a n d  l a te r  i n  t h e  j u n g l e s  o f
B u r m a .  H e  f i n a l l y  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  a f te r  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  b y
D u tc h  s h i p .

"War i s  not g l o r i o u s ,  i t ’ s  terr i b l e ,  tru l y  terr i b l e .  S o  my
message to  y o u  i s  to  be  k i nd  and  p l ease  c h o o se  peace . "

D - D ay  Ve te r a n  M e r vy n  Ke r s h  ( a g e d  1 0 0 )
 L a n d e d  i n  N o r m a n d y,  F r a n c e
 A t  1 9 ,  M e r v y n  l a n d e d  i n  F r a n c e  o n  D - D a y  a n d  l a te r  h e l p e d
s u r v i v o r s  f r o m  B e r g e n - B e l s e n .  H e  c o n t i n u e s  to  s h a r e  h i s
s to r y  w i t h  y o u n g  p e o p l e  to d a y.

"It takes  a  l ot  of strength  to  ac h i e ve  peace  and we
shou l dn ’ t  r omant i c i s e  war and v i o l en ce . "

Co m m a n d o  J o h n  E s kd a l e  ( a g e d  1 0 1 )
R o y a l  M a r i n e  Co m m a n d o
J o h n  s u r v i v e d  a  s h i p  s i n k i n g ,  s e r v e d  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d
w i t n e s s e d  V E  D a y  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  A f te r  t h e  w a r ,  h e  m e t  a n d
m a r r i e d  h i s  w i f e ,  B a r b a r a ,  a l s o  a  R o y a l  M a r i n e .

"Take l i fe  as  i t  c omes  and do  the  best y ou  can because  y o u
don ’ t  know what ’ s  r o und  the  c o rner . "
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Co l o n e l  J o e  Pe te r b u r s  ( a g e d  1 0 0 )
A m e r i c a n  P - 5 1  M u s ta n g  F i g h te r  P i l o t
J o e  f l e w  4 9  m i s s i o n s  f r o m  K i n g s  C l i f f e  A i r f i e l d  n e a r
P e te r b o r o u g h  d u r i n g  W W I I .  A f te r  b e i n g  s h o t  d o w n  o v e r
G e r m a n y,  h e  e s c a p e d  c a p t i v i t y  a n d  f o u g h t  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  R e d
A r m y.  H e  l a te r  b u i l t  a  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  a  f o r m e r  e n e m y  p i l o t .

"I be l i e ve  i t  i s  important to  be  k i nd  as  i t  g i v e s  y o u  more
than i t  takes  away from you . "

S e rg ea n t  M u h a m m e d  H u s s a i n
6 t h  D u ke  o f  Co n n a u g h t ’ s  O w n  L a n c e r s ,  8 t h  B r i t i s h  I n d i a n
A r m y
 A f te r  r u n n i n g  a w a y  f r o m  h o m e  to  j o i n  u p  a t  1 6 ,  S g t .  H u s s a i n
f o u g h t  h e r o i c a l l y  i n  I t a l y  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  to  s e r v e  h i s
c o m m u n i t y  i n  B r i t a i n  l o n g  a f te r  t h e  w a r .

"Remember u s—not w ith  s o r r ow ,  but w ith  p r i d e .  You  are  the
next generat i on  of peacemakers . "

L ea d i n g  Wre n  J ea n  R e e s  ( a g e d  1 0 1 )
F l e e t  A i r  A r m ,  R o y a l  N a v y
 J e a n  w o r ke d  i n  t h e  R e g u l a t i n g  O f f i c e  w e l c o m i n g  y o u n g
r e c r u i t s ,  a n d  c e l e b r a te d  V E  D a y  i n  L o n d o n .  S h e  b u i l t  l i f e l o n g
f r i e n d s h i p s  d u r i n g  h e r  s e r v i c e .

" Be  c o u rageou s  and  k i nd .  Treasure  y o u r  freedom and y o u r
c o untry . "
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Sharing and engaging with your VE-Mail Letter
W h e n  y o u r  V E  M a i l  l e t te r  a r r i v e s ,  s i m p l y  s h a r e  i t  w i t h  y o u r  c l a s s
o r  g r o u p  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  w r i te  t h e i r  r e p l i e s .
T h a t ’ s  a l l  y o u  n e e d  to  d o  to  t a ke  p a r t .

B u t  i f  y o u ’d  l i ke  to  g o  f u r t h e r ,  h e r e  a r e  s o m e  i n s p i r i n g  i d e a s  to
h e l p  c h i l d r e n  e n g a g e  m o r e  d e e p l y  w i t h  t h e i r  v e te r a n ’ s  s to r y ,
b r i n g i n g  h i s to r y  to  l i f e  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  r e f l e c t i o n .

S m a l l  G ro u p  R e f l e c t i o n  
R e a d  t h e  l e t te r  i n  g r o u p s  a n d  p a u s e  a f te r  ke y  s e c t i o n s  to
d i s c u s s  f e e l i n g s ,  r e a c t i o n s ,  a n d  h i s to r i c a l  c o n te x t  -  y o u
c a n  u s e  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n  p r o m p t s :
W h a t  wa s  l i f e  l i ke  f o r  yo u r  Ve te ra n  d u r i n g  t h e  wa r ?
D i s c u s s  h o w  t h e y  h a d  to  g r o w  u p  q u i c k l y ,  l i v e  o f f  r a t i o n s ,
s l e e p  i n  t r e n c h e s ,  a n d  f a c e  d a n g e r s .  H o w  d o  t h e s e
e x p e r i e n c e s  c o m p a r e  to  y o u r  l i f e  to d a y ?
W h a t  wa s  t h e i r  ro l e  i n  t h e  Wa r ?  W h a t  j o b  d i d  t h e y  d o  &
h o w  d i d  t h a t  h e l p  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t ?  Wa s  t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t
s u r p r i s e d  y o u  a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e?  
H ow  d i d  t h ey  s ta y  c o n n e c te d  to  h o m e?  H o w  w o u l d  y o u
f e e l  i f  y o u  c o u l d n ’ t  m e s s a g e  o r  c a l l  y o u r  f a m i l y  f o r  a  l o n g
t i m e?  W h a t  a r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n
t h e n  a n d  n o w ?
H ow  d i d  t h ey  f e e l  w h e n  t h ey  f i n a l l y  re t u r n e d  h o m e?
Wa s  i t  s t r a n g e  to  a d j u s t  to  n o r m a l  l i f e  a g a i n?  W h a t
e v e r y d a y  t h i n g s  d o  w e  t a ke  f o r  g r a n te d  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e
f e l t  u n u s u a l  to  t h e m?
W h a t  i s  yo u r  Ve te ra n ’s  m e s s a g e  to  yo u n g  p e o p l e  to d a y ?
W h y  d o  y o u  t h i n k  i t ’ s  i m p o r t a n t  to  l i s te n  to  Ve te r a n s ?
H o w  c a n  w e  h e l p  m a ke  t h e  w o r l d  a  m o r e  p e a c e f u l  p l a c e?
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Pe e r  Pe r f o r m a n c e  o r  D r a m a t i c  R ea d i n g
A s s i g n  r o l e s  a n d  p e r f o r m  t h e  l e t te r  a s  a  d r a m a t i c
r e a d i n g ,  a s  i f  i t ’ s  a  m e s s a g e  a r r i v i n g  h o m e  i n  1 9 4 5 .
U s e  s i m p l e  p r o p s  ( e . g .  p e r i o d - s t y l e  e n v e l o p e ,  r a d i o
s o u n d  e f f e c t s )  to  b r i n g  i t  to  l i f e .

D i s p l ay  a s  pa r t  o f  a  VE  D ay  E x h i b i t i o n  o r  M e m o r y  Wa l l
E n l a r g e  t h e  l e t te r  ( w i t h  p e r m i s s i o n )  a n d  d i s p l a y  i t  o n
a  V E  D a y  w a l l  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  o r  y o u t h  c e n t r e  w h e r e
c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e  p o s t :

Ke y  f a c t s  a b o u t  W W I I .
M e s s a g e s  o f  t h a n k s .
P h o to s  o r  d r a w i n g s  i n s p i r e d  b y  Ve te r a n s ’  s to r i e s .

C rea te  a  L i s te n i n g  S t a t i o n
R e c o r d  a  s t a f f  m e m b e r  o r  o l d e r  c h i l d  r e a d i n g  t h e
l e t te r  a l o u d .
S e t  u p  a  q u i e t  a r e a  w i t h  h e a d p h o n e s  w h e r e  c h i l d r e n
l i s te n  a n d  w r i te  r e f l e c t i o n s .

U s e  i n  c rea t i ve  w r i t i n g  s e s s i o n s
I m a g i n e  y o u  a r e  a  p e r s o n  r e c e i v i n g  a  l e t te r  f r o m  y o u r
Ve te r a n  o n  V E  D a y  1 9 4 5 .
U s e  t h e  l e t te r  a s  a  w r i t i n g  p r o m p t :  “ Wr i te  a  r e p l y , ”  o r
“ D e s c r i b e  t h e  s c e n e  w h e n  y o u  o p e n e d  t h i s  l e t te r . ”

Fa m i l y  &  c o m m u n i ty  rea d i n g
S e n d  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  l e t te r  h o m e  a n d  i n v i te  f a m i l i e s  to
r e a d  i t  to g e t h e r .
E n c o u r a g e  c h i l d r e n  to  t a l k  to  o l d e r  r e l a t i v e s  a b o u t
t h e i r  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  w a r  a n d  V E  D a y.
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I n  t h e  n ew s
M a ke  a  s h o r t  v i d e o  t h a t  t e l l s  t h e  s to r y  o f  y o u r  Ve te r a n ,
e i t h e r  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  8 0  y e a r s  a g o  o r  h o w  y o u  w o u l d  t e l l
i t  to d a y.
C r e a te  a  s h o r t  v i d e o  o r  p o d c a s t  w h e r e  t h e  l e t te r  i s  r e a d
a n d  r e p o r t e d  o n  o r  d e s i g n  a  n e w s p a p e r  f r o n t  p a g e .

C rea te  a  t i m e l i n e  o r  s to r y b oa rd  o f  yo u r  Ve te r a n ’s  s to r y
B r e a k  y o u r  l e t te r  i n t o  ke y  e v e n t s  a n d  l i s t  t h e m
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  ( e . g .  e n l i s t i n g  i n  1 9 3 9 ,  s u p p o r t i n g  d u r i n g
t h e  L i v e r p o o l  B l i t z ,  s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  B u r m e s e  j u n g l e ,
h e a r i n g  a b o u t  V E  D a y,  c o m i n g  h o m e ,  g e t t i n g  m a r r i e d ) .
C r e a te  a n  i l l u s t r a t e d  t i m e l i n e  o f  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  j o u r n e y,
d r a w i n g  ke y  m o m e n t s  a n d  w r i t i n g  a  s h o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n
f o r  e a c h .
P a i r  u p  to  r e te l l  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  s to r y  i n  y o u r  o w n  w o r d s
u s i n g  t h e i r  t i m e l i n e .
D i s c u s s :  H o w  d i d  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  l i f e  c h a n g e  f r o m  t h e
b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  s to r y ?  W h a t  e x p e r i e n c e s
s h a p e d  t h e m?

Fi n d  t h e  fa c t s
R e s e a r c h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s h a r e d  i n  y o u r  Ve te r a n  l e t te r s
-  c a n  y o u  i d e n t i f y  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  w h e r e  t h e y  t r a v e l l e d  i n
t h e  w a r ,  t h e i r  j o b  d u r i n g  t h e  w a r ,  w h a t  t h e y  a te  a n d
w h a t  l i f e  w a s  l i ke  a f te r  t h e  w a r ?  
C r e a te  f a c t  b oxe s  to  a n n o t a te  t h e  l e t te r  w i t h  f u r t h e r
d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  Ve te r a n  m e n t i o n s .  
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A  Wa l k  i n  t h e  Ve te r a n ’s  S h o e s
Wr i te  a  d i a r y  e n t r y  f r o m  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,
c h o o s i n g  a  s p e c i f i c  m o m e n t  f r o m  h i s  l e t te r  ( e . g . ,  t h e  d a y
t h e y  j o i n e d  t h e  a r m y,  a  s p e c i f i c  e v e n t  i n  t h e  w a r  o r
r e t u r n i n g  h o m e ) .
R e a d  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  l e t te r  a s  a  c l a s s  o r  g r o u p ,
h i g h l i g h t i n g  ke y  e v e n t s  i n  t h e i r  j o u r n e y  ( e . g . ,  j o i n i n g  t h e
a r m y,  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  j u n g l e ,  h e a r i n g  a b o u t  V E  D a y ) .
D i s c u s s  w h a t  e m o t i o n s  t h e y  m i g h t  h a v e  f e l t  a t  d i f f e r e n t
p o i n t s — f e a r ,  l o n e l i n e s s ,  e xc i te m e n t ,  r e l i e f .
U s e  d e s c r i p t i v e  l a n g u a g e  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  h o w  t h e y  m i g h t
h a v e  f e l t  a t  t h e  t i m e .

L e tte r s  H o m e
Co m p o s e  l e t te r s  a s  y o u r  Ve te r a n ,  a n o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n
t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  o r  a n  e v a c u e e  r e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
w a r .

Fe d  i n  fa c t s  
G i v e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a  q u e s t i o n  o r  s t a te m e n t  to  a g r e e  o r
d i s a g r e e  w i t h  a b o u t  V E  D a y  ( s u c h  a s  -  ‘ V E  D a y  w a s  t h e
e n d  o f  W W I I ’ )  
A s  t h e  c h i l d r e n  d i s c u s s  t h e  s t a te m e n t  a n d  t h e i r  v i e w s  o n
i t  - ‘ f e e d  i n  f a c t s ’  a b o u t  V E  D a y  a n d  t h e  w a r  to  i n t r o d u c e
n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  
T h e  f e d - i n  f a c t s  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  p h o to s ,  h i s to r i c a l
a c c o u n t s ,  t i m e l i n e s  o r  q u o te s .
A l l o w  t h e  c h i l d r e n  to  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n ,
i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n to  t h e i r
e x p l a n a t i o n s  o r  q u e s t i o n s  u n t i l  t h e y  r e a c h  a  f i n a l
c o n c l u s i o n .  
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M e s s a g e  f o r  t h e  Fu t u re
I n  s m a l l  g r o u p s ,  b r a i n s to r m  w a y s  to  p r o m o te  t h e  v a l u e s
i n  t h e  l e t te r  i n  t h e i r  o w n  l i v e s  ( i n  s c h o o l ,  a t  h o m e ,  i n
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ) .
C r e a te  a  “ P e a c e  P l e d g e , ”  w i t h  e a c h  c h i l d  w r i t i n g  a b o u t
h o w  t h e y  c a n  p r o m o te  k i n d n e s s  i n  h o n o u r  o f  t h e
Ve te r a n ’ s  s to r y .
D i s p l a y  t h e  p l e d g e s  a s  a  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  Ve te r a n ’ s
m e s s a g e .

T i m e  C a p s u l e
B u r y  a  c a p s u l e  f i l l e d  w i t h  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r  Ve te r a n ’ s  l e t te r
a n d  r e f l e c t i o n s  a n d  l e t te r s  f r o m  c h i l d r e n  a n d  y o u n g
p e o p l e .
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Wr it i ng  y o u r  re p l i e s  
Yo u  c a n  w r i te  y o u r  r e p l i e s  to  y o u r  Ve te r a n  i n d i v i d u a l l y  o r  a s  a
w h o l e  c l a s s /g r o u p  a c t i v i t y .  H e r e ’ s  a  te m p l a te s  to  h e l p
c h i l d r e n  i n  d r a f t i n g  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s .
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G re e t i n g :  S t a r t  y o u r  l e t te r  b y  s a y i n g  h e l l o .
Examp l e :  " D ear  Mr Jones , "  " D ear  Veteran , "

S ay  T h a n k  Yo u :  T h a n k  t h e  Ve te r a n  f o r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  a n d
b r a v e r y .
Examp l e :  "Thank y ou  for  ever yth i ng  y o u  d i d  du r i ng  Wor l d  War
II .  Your  c o u rage he l p ed  br i ng  peace  to  the  wor l d . "

S h a re  Yo u r  Fe e l i n g s :  Te l l  t h e  Ve te r a n  h o w  t h e i r  s to r y  m a d e
y o u  f e e l  o r  w h a t  y o u  l e a r n e d .
Examp l e :  "I was  amazed to  l earn  h ow brave  y o u  were  dur i ng
the  D -Day  l and i ngs .  It made me rea l i s e  h ow important
teamwork and h o pe  are . "

A s k  a  Q u e s t i o n :  Yo u  c a n  a s k  t h e  Ve te r a n  s o m e t h i n g  y o u ’ r e
c u r i o u s  a b o u t .
Examp l e :  "What i s  y o u r  hap p i e st  memory  from VE Day ? "

E n d i n g  Yo u r  L e tte r :  F i n i s h  y o u r  l e t te r  w i t h  a  k i n d  m e s s a g e .
Examp l e :  "W i s h i ng  y o u  hap p i ne s s  and  good  hea lt h .  Thank y ou
aga i n  for  s har i ng  y o u r  stor y  w it h  u s . "

S i g n  Yo u r  N a m e
Examp l e :  "Your s  s i n cere l y ,  Ame l i a "

O p t i o n a l :  D r a w  a  P i c t u r e  f o r  t h e  Ve te r a n !



Act i v i t i e s  to  s u p p o rt and enhance  VE Ma i l
L ea r n  a c ro s s  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m

D e ba te  t h e  I m pa c t  –  D i s c u s s  h o w  V E  D a y  s h a p e d  m o d e r n
E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  p o s t - w a r  w o r l d .
W WI I  R ea d i n g  C h a l l e n g e  –  R e a d  h i s to r i c a l  f i c t i o n  a n d
n o n - f i c t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  w a r .
R e s ea rc h  t h e  key  p l aye r s  –  Wr i te  p e n  p o r t r a i t s  o f
d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d  i n  V E  D a y  ( C h u r c h i l l ,  t h e  Q u e e n ,
a  m o t h e r  o f  a  s o l d i e r ,  a  c h i l d ,  a  s e r v i c e m a n  s e r v i n g  i n
J a p a n ,  e tc . )  -  w h a t  m i g h t  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e  s a y  a n d  f e e l  o n
V E  D a y  a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  t h e m  a f te r  t h e  w a r  w a s
o v e r ?
Co m p e te  i n  a  VE  D ay  Q u i z  –  Te s t  k n o w l e d g e  o n  t h e  h i s to r y
a n d  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  w a r .

Pa r ty  l i ke  i t  i s  1 9 4 5
L e t ’s  D a n c e  –  L e a r n  1 9 4 0 s  d a n c e  s t y l e s  l i ke  t h e  L i n d y  H o p
o r  t h e  V i c to r y  Co n g a .
M u s i c  o f  t h e  E r a  –  E x p l o r e  a n d  l e a r n  w a r t i m e  s o n g s  a n d
t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  H o s t  a  c o n c e r t ,  p e r f o r m
w a r t i m e  c l a s s i c s  o r  c o m p o s e  a n  o r i g i n a l  “ V i c to r y  S o n g . ”
V i c to r y  B u n t i n g  &  B a d g e  M a k i n g  –  D e s i g n  a n d  d i s p l a y
d e c o r a t i o n s  i n s p i r e d  b y  1 9 4 5  s t r e e t  p a r t i e s .
R a t i o n  R e c i p e  C h a l l e n g e  –  Co o k  u s i n g  l i m i te d  w a r t i m e
i n g r e d i e n t s  to  u n d e r s t a n d  r a t i o n i n g  a n d  m a ke  t r a d i t i o n a l
w a r t i m e  d i s h e s  l i ke  L o r d  Wo o l to n  P i e  o r  c a r r o t  c a ke .
R e c rea te  a  1 9 4 5  S t re e t  Pa r ty  –  D e c o r a te ,  d a n c e ,  a n d
c e l e b r a te  i n  t r u e  p o s t - w a r  s t y l e .
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G e t  c rea t i ve

Ta b l ea u  Pe r f o r m a n c e s  –  R e - e n a c t  h i s to r i c a l  m o m e n t s
f r o m  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n s  i n  1 9 4 5 .
VE  D ay  M u r a l s  –  P a i n t  m u r a l s  d e p i c t i n g  l i f e  b e f o r e ,
d u r i n g ,  a n d  a f te r  W W I I .
Wa r t i m e  S p e e c h e s  Pe r f o r m a n c e  –  R e c i te  a n d  a n a l y s e
C h u r c h i l l ’ s  V E  D a y  s p e e c h .
W WI I  Po d c a s t s  –  R e c o r d  a n d  s h a r e  s t u d e n t - l e d  p o d c a s t s
a b o u t  t h e  w a r .
P h o to g r a p hy  C h a l l e n g e  –  R e c r e a te  f a m o u s  V E  D a y  i m a g e s
a n d  c o m p a r e  t h e m  w i t h  m o d e r n  s c e n e s .
S o u n d s c a p e  C rea t i o n  –  U s e  s o u n d s  to  p r o d u c e  a n  a u d i o
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  V E  D a y  c e l e b r a t i o n s .
Wa r  E f f o r t  Po s te r s  –  C r e a te  “ Ke e p  C a l m  a n d  C a r r y  O n ” -
s t y l e  m o t i v a t i o n a l  p o s te r s  to  d i s p l a y  a r o u n d  y o u r  s c h o o l  o r
y o u t h  o r g a n i s a t i o n .
B u i l d  a  VE  D ay  E s c a p e  R o o m  –  S o l v e  W W I I - t h e m e d
p u z z l e s  to  “ u n l o c k ”  v i c to r y .

Usefu l  re s o u r ce s
VE-VJ  D ay  8 0  we b s i te :  a c c e s s  s p e c i a l l y  c o m m i s s i o n e d
e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f r o m  p r e s t i g i o u s  p a r t n e r s ,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  R o y a l  B r i t i s h  L e g i o n ,  I m p e r i a l  Wa r  M u s e u m s
a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T h e a t r e .
B B C  B i te s i z e :  L o t s  o f  W W I I  l e a r n i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  v i d e o s .
I m p e r i a l  Wa r  M u s e u m s :  O n l i n e  a r c h i v e s ,  f a c t - f i l e s  a n d
i n te r v i e w s .
To g e t h e r  Coa l i t i o n :  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  c e l e b r a t i n g  w i t h  y o u r
c o m m u n i t y .
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https://ve-vjday80.gov.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z8v94xs
https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-you-need-to-know-about-ve-day
https://together.org.uk/ve80/

